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Social Outcome Characteristics of Japan and Other Countries as Indicated
by the PIAAC Results
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Abstract

The Programme for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies (henceforth PIAAC)
aims to directly measure adult skill proficiency in the areas of literacy, numeracy and problem solv-
ing in technology-rich environments, areas that are generally classified as cognitive competencies
(or cognitive skills).

Elements such as interpersonal trust, political self-efficacy and volunteering are not included in
the direct-assessment components. However, PIAAC attempts to obtain a general picture of these
elements through items in the background questionnaire, since these are important components of
social outcomes.

Focusing on five components of social outcomes, namely interpersonal trust, political self-efficacy,
volunteering, health status and intellectual curiosity, this article aims to identify the characteristics of
Japan and other countries in relation to these elements. For this purpose, data gained from the back-
ground questionnaire of PIAAC was used. In addition, the article provides some suggestions that can
be beneficial to Japanese education policies.

This article uses the data from 23 countries or regions (out of 24 that participated in the question-
naire), excluding Australia, which does not allow the secondary use of the data. Although only peo-
ple from Flanders participated in the Belgian survey, and people from England and Northern Ireland
in the UK survey, the article uses ‘Belgium’ and ‘UK in its text and diagrams. As for Russia, resi-
dents in Moscow were not included in the sample.
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